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This review article deliberates the need for establishment and implementation of Soil Health Act (SHA). It must be aimed at protection, restoration and sustainable management of the finite and fragile soil resource of the agroecosystems. Soil degradation, decline in quality and functions of soil caused by interactive effects of natural and anthropogenic forces, affects as much as 40% if the ice-free and desert-free land areas of the planet. The problem is aggravated by the growing and increasingly affluent human population expected to increase from 8.2B in 2025 to 9.7B in 2050 and the attendant rapid urbanization. Predominant processes of soil degradation include: 1) physical leading to decline in soil structure and the attendant crusting, compaction, hydric and aeolian erosion, drought, and inundation, 2) chemical leading to acidification, salinization, nutrient depletion, contamination/pollution, and toxification, 3) biological leading to depletion of soil organic matter (SOM) content, emission of greenhouse gases (GHGs), buildup of pests and pathogens, and decline in disease-suppressive capacity of soil, and 4) ecological leading to decoupling  of basic elemental cycling, negative plant nutrient and soil C budgets, and decline in biomass productivity. Therefore, policy intervention is needed through establishment of SHA at local, state, regional, national, and international levels. The aim of the SHA is to protect, restore and sustainably manage the soil resource for human wellbeing and nature conservancy. The strategy is to produce more from less so that some land/water can be returned to nature for recarbonization of the terrestrial biosphere and strengthen the provisioning of essential ecosystem services. Being the largest reservoir of the terrestrial carbon stock , of fresh water in the root zone, and of the below-ground biodiversity, soil is not only intricately interconnected but also the basis of all terrestrial life. There is also a strong soil-human health nexus, and soil organic matter content is the heart of soil health. 
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