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The pistachio (Pistacia vera L.) is one of the most important agricultural products in the countries where it is cultivated. It is an indispensable product both as a snack and as a key ingredient in the baklava industry, providing significant economic returns in domestic and international markets. The pistachio tree is native to the Middle East and Central Asia. The majority of the world’s pistachio production occurs in the USA, Iran, China, and Turkey. Although pistachios are cultivated in 56 provinces in Turkey, more than 90% of national production is concentrated in the Southeastern Anatolia Region. This region has played a pioneering role in the successful cultivation and dissemination of pistachios, as it represents both the genetic center of the species and the area where pistachios were first domesticated. Moreover, the region’s ecological characteristics are highly suitable for pistachio cultivation. However, pistachio yields per decare and per tree in this region are considerably lower than those reported in the United States and several other producing countries. Numerous abiotic and biotic factors limit pistachio production in Turkey, including fertilization practices, alternate bearing, drought, pests, weeds, and diseases. In this review, the impacts of factors leading to low pistachio yield in pistachios are examined through examples and supported by relevant literature.
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